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1880-1831 to visit Washington myself, and
endeavor to accomplish the object. Accord-
ingly I took lodgings at the seat of govern-
ment, where I passed nine or ten weeks ;
and during this time read a lecture in the
Hall of the Representatives, which was well
attended, and, as my friends informed me,
had no little effect in promoting the object
of obtaining a law for securing copyrights.

"The difficulties which had prevented
the bill from being brought forward now
disappeared. The bill, at the second read-
ing in the House of Representatives, met
with some opposition; but it was ably sup-
ported by Mr. Ellsworth, Mr. Verplanck,
and Mr. Huntington. It passed to a third
reading by a large majority, and was or-
dered to be engrossed without opposition.
When the bill came before the Senate, it
was referred to the judiciary committee.
Mr. Rowan, the chairman, being absent, the
committee requested the Hon. Daniel Web-
ster to take the bill, examine it, and report
it if he thought proper; he did so, and under
all circumstances deemed it expedient to re-
port it without amendment. On the sec-
ond reading Mr. Webster made a few ex-